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Sophisticated Functional Beauty Arouses Urban Ambition
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Naoya Miyaguchi
CEO of Azure Sky Consulting Inc. / Ph.D. (Engineering)
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When functionality is pursued, therein lies the beauty. What technical
experts seek beyond functionality is a beauty that does not simply stop at
design. This can be called functional beauty.

People can discern sophisticated functional beauty. For this reason,
technical experts pursue functional beauty until they reach unparalleled
sophistication. Given that we are engineers, "metals" are at the forefront of
nature in our minds. Throughout our long history, the fact that we went
beyond plants, sand, and stone to become able to use metals is itself the
history of the progress of humankind, and the research and development of
metallic materials has consistently and continuously been leading-edge
science in each generation.

From this history, humans feel nostalgia from plants and evolution from
metals. The sophistication that is sensed from metals smells of progress and
development. The option of metallic materials represents the usage of
state-of-the-art wisdom. This is why metallic materials give off an urban,
luxurious, extravagant air.

”Xium" is a sophisticated metallic design panel that has been born through
the collaboration between IG Kogyo Co., Ltd., which has cultivated
techniques through its involvement with metal siding for 50 years, and KEN
OKUYAMA DESIGN leading by Kiyoyuki Okuyama, who is a world-class
industrial designer. The sophistication that this functionally beautiful
non-ferrous metallic material of titanium and aluminum exudes will inspire
the power that is hidden within the people who lay their eyes on it. By all
means, please feel the functional beauty of "Xium", which stimulates

people's creativity and arouses urban ambition.
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Born in 1970. Graduate of the Waseda University Graduate School. Doctor of engineering. Technology
management consultant. A leading project manager who has driven numerous corporate development
projects to success through engineering acumen from a mechanical engineering background. Founded
AzureSky Consulting Inc. based on an independent path growth strategy.
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The beauty of the natural world created by technology
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Kin-ichi Ogata
Interior Designer / CEO of OGATA Ltd. and Ogata Kin-ichi Design Office Inc.
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Minerals that were produced when the earth began were complete at the time of their
birth, so they did not evolve like plants and animals. However, by objects and people
interacting with them, they showed amazing evolutions in terms of their
appearances. “Xium” was also produced as a result of these advanced evolutions.
After the element was discovered in 1807, the industrialization of aluminum started
with the development of refining methods after its discovery and made its way into
our lives in a variety of forms.

On the other hand, titanium was discovered before aluminum in 1791, but it was
not until 1910 that it was introduced to the world as pure titanium. By the way,
private uses of titanium in Japan started in the 1970s when I was born. There is a
sense of romantic adventure in minerals in terms of how change forms through many
academics and researchers.

“Xium-TITAN” gives you a sense of the shining surface of the water, and
“Kium-ALUMI” gives you a feel of the breeze. From these two types of “Xium”
aggregates, you can feel the “shining” that is hard to express in terms of form and the
“breeze” that cannot be seen. That is probably an impression that comes from how
the reflected light feels like it is touching the air and wavering.

With the combination of its parts, “Xium” can make many types of adaptations to
multiple and narrow surfaces so that the surface can be expressed in a variety of ways.

For specific usage example of “Xium,” I can imagine many design usages for
furniture such as the doors of wall storage and the backs of sofas and chairs. Also, for
the interior design, I want to challenge myself to use it on ceiling surfaces, wall
surfaces of alcoves, and bathrooms.

This high-end product can bring us a life that makes us have a sense of the light and

the wind. I think it reproduces the “beauty of nature”.
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He is an interior designer and CEO of OGATA Inc. and Ogata Ken-ichi Design Office Ltd. He was born in
1970 in Sendai City. In 1998, he established OGATA Inc. with his younger brother. One of his major works
is the BeanStool, and he is active in many areas such as designing original furniture/creation, store design,
interior and exterior design, and house design/construction. Like his house, OGATA YAMA, he produces
innovative and practical designs that are the result of pursuing originality as well as intricate design process
without any compromise focusing 120% on the small details as well. The degree of perfection and elaborate
creations have received high evaluations in Japan and the world.
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An expressive finish and form that brings the metallic texture to life.
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Yusuke Koshima
Architect / CEO of Koshima Yusuke Architecture & Design Office Inc.
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IG KOGYO's new products are unusual as far as building materials go.
While they are light, T was impressed by their quiet elegance. They are just
like the kinds of materials you'd find used for high-end vehicles. Clean and
lean in form, they can create different effects depending on the type of light
source—including sunlight—and how the light strikes them. I found them
such beautiful materials.

”Xium-ALUMI" features a simple design and emphasizes the beauty of the
material itself. Many possibilities for ways it could be used come to mind. It
made me think of mosaic tiles on a medieval church somewhere.

Meanwhile, "Xium-TITAN" features a dynamic curve. Used sequentially, it
creates an interesting wave-life movement. The deep silver that is peculiar to
aluminum creates natural gradations of tone from white to grey. These
variations in tone can be enjoyed from different viewing angles.

Both products have an elegant sheen that you just never tire of. Your wall is
sure to look gorgeous no matter how the materials are combined and used.
What surprised me was how light these materials felt in my hand. While
they have the supple strength of metals, they have this wonderful, irresistible
lightness. The most outstanding characteristic that they both share must
surely be the richness of expression that comes from their form and finish,
which capitalizes on the metallic texture of titanium and aluminum. I'd love

to try them out in different kinds of spaces.
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Born in New Jersey, USA, 1979. Returned to Japan in 1987. Was later raised in Canada, England, and
Tokyo. 2004: Finished Master's Degree (Architecture), Waseda University Graduate School, then started to
work for Sauerbruch Hutton Architects (Berlin) in the same year. Moved from Germany back to Japan in
2008 and set up an architectural design office. Designed a home-cum-dojo for the philosopher Tatsuru
Uchida. Has written numerous books including “The Dialog of Architecture” and

“Our House.”
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